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SUAA MINI BRIEFING – October 27, 2011
[image: image2.wmf]Trying to maneuver around the Capitol these past few days has been a trick in itself.  Part of the 
west side of the building is under renovation which means that some legislators have had to set up their offices in other locations while trying to conduct business as usual. Not only is the entrance on that side of the Capitol closed but so is the tunnel between the Stratton Building and the Capitol making for a bit of alternate routing.  Monday began with teachers, administrators, students and parents from Community Unit School District 300 (based in Carpentersville) rallying for more property tax money from Sears Holdings Inc.  Tuesday brought additional supporters for the Smart Grid and the Tenaska clean-coal power plant and, of course, those opposed to either or both. On Wednesday police officers, firefighters, state workers and health-care workers embarked upon the Capitol to protest pension reform legislation and the 2% raises that had been denied by the Governor.  Higher Education students were at the Capitol to create an awareness of the importance of the Map Grants so many of them need as assistance in their quest for a degree.  All of the legislators and usual advocates/lobbyists were in attendance also bringing much action in both the House and the Senate.
The newspaper reporters, especially for the Tribune, have been quite diligent in keeping up with all of the activity on the legislative issues. But it seems that no issue has brought as much attention as the State-funded pensions – reporting minimal abuses (or corruption as some call it), the deal that the Civic Committee of the Commercial Club of Chicago has brokered, and the insistence that the systems will implode causing an “inevitable doomsday” for retirees if the terms of the Civic Committee are not met.  These heart palpitating exercises are causing much unrest throughout the State-funded pension community; an unrest that could ultimately cause a demise of people wanting to enter the public employment arena, earlier than needed retirements, and, oh yes, the lack of public employees and services.  Not included in any publication is how education, public service, or communities will be affected by this continual attack on pensions.
Along these lines should be the challenge for the organizations representing those in the State Universities Retirement System, State Employees Retirement System, and the Teachers Retirement System to put faces on retirees and even currently working that are on the bottom rung – the lower paid recipients and participants – those barely making it or those who are provided public assistance – to be on the front pages of the newspapers and on TV.  This is where the sensationalism should be found. Who is “in” to help with this plight?
The first week of Veto Session has now ended.  The second week will begin on November 8 and end on the 10th.  This week SB512 escaped any advancement.  However, the rumors do run amuck; sometimes rumors become truths, but so far there is no action, only talk.  Does Representative Minority Leader Cross really have 30 votes?  Did House Speaker Madigan really up the ante to 40 votes? If there are not 30 votes on each side of the aisle how can an ante be upped? It is true that a super majority is not needed if the effective date is pushed out. 

There was a conversation with the Civic Committee of the Commercial Club and the House Democrat Caucasus a week ago today (October 20th).  There has been continuing conversations with Rep. Cross who says that he can deliver before the end of Veto Session.  The State Journal Register’s The Dome alludes to a possible new amendment on SB512.  Nothing has shown up as yet.  If this is a yes for an amendment, House staff members on either side of the aisle are not privy or are keeping very quiet at this time. 

What about the Representatives who want to introduce alternative legislation to SB512?  There are some who are talking about writing legislation that would not be as harsh.  In all fairness, it seems that there are many more than a handful of legislators who softened by the end of the four House Pension Working Groups held in Chicago over a period of a couple of months before October.  Those four Working Groups were to come together in Springfield for a meeting this last day of the legislative week but the meeting was cancelled due to the closing of the mental health facilities hearing held at 8:00 a.m.  The Working Groups will be rescheduled during the last week of Veto Session.  What does that mean?  At this time, it is hopeful that there will be a decision to hold off on SB512.  
What do you tell your legislators about SB512?  Additional Facts will be provided on Friday so our readers will be able to contact legislators during this next week.
SB178 (Frerichs) was defeated as an override veto. The override motion was filed on October 26th and voted on the same day in the Senate.  This legislation required a 3/5 vote but only reaped 28 votes. The bill, still in original content, would have allowed the new health insurance contracts for State employees to be overturned and would have extended the Health Alliance’s contract for two years. Senator Frerichs believes that the bill would have “provided the legislative branch ‘a check and balance’ on the executive branch” of government.  The defeat of this override might be attributed to a loyalty for Julie Hamos who is now the Director of the Department of Healthcare and Family Services; also very much involved in the health insurance debacle created earlier this year.  A notable vote for Springfield employees and retirees was Senator Bomke’s NV (No Vote – this means he chose not to vote).
In addition, SB175 (Schoenberg), will not be called during Veto Session.  There is still much work to do on this legislation.  Sometime after session more focus will be directed towards the content of the bill which calls for State retirees to pay health insurance premiums.  This bill does not include community college retirees; only universities and State retirees.
Enjoy the rest of the World Series, create your Halloween costumes, and gather your candy.  The week will not be a break here, but SUAA is on top of the legislative activities – those that are whirling all around you!
